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Abstract
The world economy witnessed great changes during last
decades, as a result of capitalism, globalization of the economy, and the
spread of transnational corporations. These great changes affected
international migration directly, because they increased the economic
gap between rich countries and poor countries, therefore, the people in
poor countries think first to migrate legally or illegally to rich

countries. Until the mid Y™ century, Egyptian emigration legally or

illegally had no significant importance; because its size was very small.
The emergence of illegal migration for Egyptians accompanied their

legal migration; the number of illegal migrants grew since Y44.s; and

grew rapidly since the beginning of Y)* century. According to the
estimate of Egyptian Interior Ministry, the average number of Egyptian
illegal emigrants during the first decade of Y)* century is two

thousands annually, whereas the current study estimated that the
average to Europe only is four and half thousand emigrants annually
during the last few years. There is a great convention that the areas of
origin of Egyptian illegal emigration are located in Al-Dagahliyya and
Al-Gharbiyya governorates in Lower Egypt, and Al-Fayydm and Al-
Minya governorates in Upper Egypt. The areas of origin can be
classified geographically into three groups (coastal, river, and interior
areas of origin). Saudi Arabia is the main country of destination in the
Arab region. Italy, Greece and France represent the main countries of
destination in Europe, where the majority of Egyptians there succeeded
to cross the Mediterranean Sea directly from the Northern coast of
Egypt or indirectly via transit country mainly Libya. Three main routes
can be identified for Egyptian illegal emigration (The western route,
the northern route, and the eastern-northern route ". lllegal emigration
selects young and unemployed Egyptian males who have intermediate
education and above, and are either married or never married.
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