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Role of Textual Narrative and Visual Narrative in 

Representing of Social Reality for Structuralism and 

Poststructuralism: Sociological Analysis of Models of Social 

Narrative. 

 

Abstract 

This study deals with approaches of structuralism and 

poststructuralism about the narrative and its possibility to the 

represent the social reality. The study examines the structuralism 

starting from the Russian formalism and the Geneva school 

through the Prague school to the structuralism. In addition, the 

study illustrates the approach of poststructuralism regarding the 

narrative and its differences with structuralism through the three 

dimensions of metatheory (ontology, epistemology, and axiology). 

The study analyses the differences between the structure of the 

textual narrative and the structure of the visual narrative about the 

representation of social reality. The study uses narrative analysis 

to analyse two models of textual narratives and two models of 

visual narratives. The study concludes that the structuralism 

concerned with the internal relationships of the narrative, unlike 

post-structuralism that has emphasized the role of external 

influences in the production of both types of narratives. According 

to post-structuralism we should consider the ways in which people 

try to understand their differentiated experiences because they do 

not reflect reality accurately, but they monitor the aspects of the 

reality. 

Key words: Structuralism, Poststructuralism, Representation, 

Textual Narrative, Visual Narrative, Social Narrative, Metatheory. 
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