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Private libraries in Andalusia 

(238 ـ   735H / 852  1334ـ AD )   

Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed Zakir 

A Researcher in Islamic History  

Abstract : 

Private libraries spreed throughout the ages in Andalusia among 

men and women, and these libraries became the most important 

contents of Andalusian homes . Private libraries were for those who did 

not have the luck of knowledge, as a kind of pride. In addition to that 

the libraries of the ruler (khlipha) that were showing how cultured and 

educated the rulers . As they were famous for their love of books and 

collecting them with their encouragement of knowledge, and all this 

within a country replete with civilized sophistication, The journey to 

bring books from the East was something that distinguished members 

of the Andalusian community, in addition to the fact that libraries were 

for scholars and educated people in Andalusia, and the houses of 

scholars were decorated with them so that they could benefit from them 

and benefit others as well, so the hobby of collecting books was rooted 

in the people of Andalusia, and Cordoba was famous for its love of 

books And the private libraries were not in Cordoba alone, but those 

libraries were in other Andalusian cities, such as Seville, Toledo, 

Malaga, Granada, and other cities, and the sale movement showed how 

important these books are in Andalusian society and is indispensable 

for them . 
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