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Claiming Prophet-hood during the Reign of Umayyad and
the Abbasid States: A Comparative Study

Nawaf Marzouk Eid Al-Azmy

Abstract:

During the Umayyad state there were people who claimed
prophethood such as Al-Mokhtar Ibn Ebaid Al-Thakfy (died in 67
H./686), Al-Hareth Ibn Saied (died in 80 H./699), Abu-Essa Al-
Ashabany as well as many others.

Shehab Al-Deen Ahmed Ibn Mohamed Ibn Abd- Rabu Al-
Andalusi 9died in 328 H./ 940) mentioned that there were fourteen (14)
persons who claimed prophethood in the First Abbasid Era (132 — 232
H./ 794 — 847). Additionally, Abu Saad Mansour lbn Al-Hussein Al-
Razy (died in 421 H./1030) stated that bout twenty-three (23) persons
claimed prophethood in the same period; while Shehab Al-Deen Ahmed
Ibn Abdulwahab al-Newairy (died in 733 H./1323) mentioned that ten
(10) people including one woman claimed prophethood during this era.
One of the most well-known people who claimed prophethood in the
Second Abbasid Era (232 — 656 H./847 — 258) was Abu Al-Tayeb Al-
Motanaby (died in 354 H. / 965). He was a prominent poet. shortly
before existence of the Mameluke state (658 — 922 H. / 1260 -1516), a
Turkman person who was named the Pope at the Levant Region also
calimed prophethood and he was killed in (638 H. / 1240).

The liar Al-Motanaby who was Al-Hareth Ibn Saied who claimed
prophethood at the Levant region. He was one of the servants of Abi Al-
Golas; he was also a worshipper who came to Jerusalem disguised. The
Umayyad Khalifa Abdulmalek Ibn Marawn (65 — 86 H./ 685 — 705)
ordered to punish him through whipping this man who claimed
prophethood. Then, he gave his orders for one of the men to kill him
using a spear which led to hitting one of his ribs without killing him. this
led to shouts by men who shouted loudly prophets shouldn’t be killed
using weapons. When one of the truly Muslim people say such refusal,
he took the spear and killed him through penetrating it in this claiming
prophethood mam which led finally to his death. Sheikh Shams Al-Deen
stated that this man was one of the sophisticating people who would be
severely divinely punished in the hereafter because of claiming
prophethood. This man was killed about the year 80 H.

Key Words: claimers of prophethood, Era, the Umayyad State, The
Abbasid State
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