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(Simon de Beauvoir, Adieux: A Farewell to Sartre, New York: Pantheon
Books, 1984, P.24.)
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The Concept of Intellectual in Antonio Gramsci's Philosophy
Hala Hassan Ahmed Gaafar

Abstract:

Cause of intellectuals has been of great importance recently. Views
of philosophers and thinkers in the intellectual seemed to vary more
and more. This study addresses the concept of the organic intellectual
according to Antonio Gramsci, issues and problems related to this
concept.

Culture has become of interest for many interested in humanities,
as Antonio Gramsci sees that what governs the definition of the
intellectual is not only the essential characteristics of his mental
activity, but also the social function that the intellectual performs for
his society. Gramsci’s analysis of the concept of the intellectual stems
from the revolutionary criticism of every differentiation between
mental and manual labor. Gramsci divides the intellectuals into the
traditional intellectual, the organic intellectual and the intellectuals of
North and South.

Gramsci reconsidered concepts that have turned into sacred
hypostases of original facts and grounds, such as concept of party,
political hegemony, state and civil society. Gramsci formulated his
cultural discourse in general, and the discourse of the intellectual in
particular, through the epistemological situation he created with
metaphysical thought.

Key words: The intellectual, Antonio Gramsci.

A



