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The Poetic Ego between Invisibility and Appearance
in Pre-Islamic Poetry :A Study in Selected Models
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Faculty of Al-Alsun (Languages) — Luxor University

Abstract

The utterances about the poetic ego between invisibility and
appearance in pre-Islamic poetry confirms an important fact, which
is that the voice of the tribe is louder than the voice of the poet.
Furthermore, the pre-Islamic poet is the mouthpiece of the tribe in all
aspects of social, political, and economic life. So that, it’s not
allowed to present himself in a way that overshadows the voice of
the tribe. Hence, invisibility and appearance here is a term intended
to mean that the invisibility of the poet comes to the account of the
appearance of the tribe, and this is a famous matter in all the tribes’
poetry. As for the poetic ego, can only appear in a remarkable way in
the prefaces of the pre-Islamic poem, especially the poetic
Mu'allagat, which we will focus on in this study through the texts of
the seven Mu’allaqat al-Zawzani, so that the ego may appear in these
cases:

1- Introductions of Ruins
2- In the spinning poetry that is connected to these introductions.
3- In self-pride, even if it is related to tribal pride.
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There are many concepts circulating about the term ‘“ego”,
because it is related to several sciences, including, but not limited to,
psychological, philosophical, social and literary sciences.

This attempt came in the study of “The Poet’s Ego in Pre-Islamic
Poetry - A Study of Selected Models”, its presence sometimes, and
its absence at other times. Likewise, pre-Islamic poetry in general
and the Mu’allagat poetry in particular are closely related to “ego”.
And the contemplator in the poetry of the Al-Muallagat can notify
the subjective aspect as well as the personality of its poets and the
reflections, whims and opinions of their personalities, so the ego
swells in some places and disappears in others, when the ego
disappears, the tribe appears. As the poet is the mirror of the tribe
and the speaker of its joys and sorrows.

Keywords: Poetic Ego- Invisibility and Apperance- Introduction to
Peotry.
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