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Irony and Black Humor in Zakariyya Tamir’s “Tales of Juha
the Damascene”

Dr. Mohammed Sayed Ahmed Metwally

Department of Arabic Language and literature, College of Art and
Humanities, A'Shargiyah University, Oman
Department of Rhetoric, Literary Criticism & Comparative
Literature, Faculty of Dar Al-Aloum, Cairo University, Egypt

Abstract

The harsh political criticism based on irony, ironic
intertextuality, and black humor are prominent features in the
short stories of the Syrian writer Zakariyya Tamir. He often
employs traditional characters in his stories, transferring them
from their well-known context to a different context that he
creates innovatively to serve his goal of satirizing the
contemporary Arab reality. To achieve this goal, he utilizes
several famous characters: “cAntara”, “Al-Shanfara”, “Khalid ibn
Al-Walid”, “Abdullah ibn Al-Mugaffa<’, “Tariq ibn Ziyad”,
“Kafur Al-°"Ikhshid1”, “Sinbad”, “Shahriar and Schahrazad,” etc.
Tamir also employs “Juha”, the laughing humorous character, in
his sarcastic dress, in forty expressive and diatribe short stories,
entitled Tales of Juha the Damascene [Hikayat Juha al-Dimashqi],
in his 1994 short story collection Noah's Summons [Nida®
Niah].This study aims at revealing the patterns of irony and the
features of the ironic humorous context that Zakariyya Tamir
created for Juha. It also aims at exploring the way Tamir employs
political satire and black humor in the new tales to expose the
contemporary Arab political reality, and reveal the absurdity of
the prevailing conditions.

Keywords: black humor, irony, intertextuality, Juha, Zakariyya
Tamir, political satire.
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