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Linguistic Bias in the Travels of Ibn Jubayr to the Arab East

Dr. Nourhan Abdelraouf Ahmed Mohamed
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Abstract

This article analyzes the text of The Travels of Ibn Jubayr to
the Arab East, with the aim of exploring its linguistic devices,
which present stereotypes about Orientals, and the rhetorical
mechanisms that supported his propaganda of al-Muwahhidiin.

The article follows the socio-cognitive approach to critical
discourse analysis of Teun van Dijk, which depends on 3
dimensions: social structures, social cognition, and text structures.

These three dimensions constitute the main parts of the
article. Social structures focus on the actor of discursive event, and
the production of discursive event. Social cognition analyzes the
temporal and spatial setting, and the types of discourse participants,
depending on concepts of context model and situation model. And
Analyzing textual structures focuses on features of textual
microstructure, macrostructure and superstructure, that play role in
Ibn Jubayr's presentation of Orientals.

The article also makes use of some theoretical studies of
linguistic bias and argumentative discourse.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Ibn Jubayr, linguistic bias,
travel literature, text linguistics.
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