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Historical awareness and the future of civilization: an
analytical study into modern Arab thought

Abstract

This study is an attempt to examine the development of the
movement of historical awareness in modern Arab thought, and
the resulting questions about the future of human civilization in
general, and the future of Arab-Islamic civilization in particular.
They asked: What are the laws that govern the course of
civilizations? What are the factors that lead to the emergence of
civilizations and eventually their collapse? Can Arabs resuscitate
their glory and actively participate in the creation of future
civilization? Or that urbanization and development will remain
limited to Western civilization? Is urbanization limited to a
particular mentality or a specific gender other than any other? Do
we have to remain subordinate to the Western civilization as the
civilization that leads the modern world, or should we rely on self-
reliance in rebuilding and constructing a civilization that bears our
identity and our particular cultural character? Is it possible that
western civilization pass to another people? Is it possible for the
world to expand to more than one civilization so that another
civilization does not result in the fall of another, or do the laws of
history necessitate the existence of a single civilization that
prevails?

These questions about the future would not have come without the
occurrence of historical and civilized awareness; hence, there was
the starting point of this research to explore the development of
this awareness that was born with the transition from a stage in
which the philosophy of death and the end of the world was
common. This philosophy provides a guarantee to eliminate any
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possible attempts at modernization. Now the move is to a stage in
which the culture of hope and optimism about the future comes in,
and history moves from chaos to actualization and achievement.
This move will result in participation in talks about the future of
civilization, and the search for the foundations of effective
participation in the future.

Keywords: Historical Consciousness- the Future of Civilization-
in Modern Arabic Thought- Western civilization- Arab-Islamic
civilization

- VA



