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Emancipation of self and other: An analytical Study of works of
Marxism, Critical theory and postcolonialism.

The current study deals with the issue of emancipation as one of the
most important issues that discussed by the radical trends of social theory.
The study illustrates the wide diversity of the radical trend about
eemancipation and its techniques. The study selects some models to represent
these different currents. Marx and Gramsci were considered as
representatives of Marxism, Max Horkheimer, Juergen Habermas and Axel
Honneth were represented of the three generations of the Frankfurt School,
Frantz Fanon, Edward Said and Noam Chomsky were represented of
postcolonialism. While Marxism and Frankfurt School concerned with
emancipation of self, postcolonialism concerned with emancipation of the
other. The study uses qualitative content analysis of a set of texts from works
of the previous models of study. The study concluded that there is a
discrepancy among the theorists of the same radical current, and there are
similarity aspects among some theorists from different radical currents. For
Marxism, while Marx emphasized on human liberation from religious and
class restrictions, Gramsci concerned with the emancipation of man from
cultural domination. For Frankfurt School, while Horkheimer dealt with
restrictions of instrumental reason and impotence of critical reason,
Habermas stressed on the need for man to be free from empirical thinking
that captures the reason to release the critical thinking to reach the liberation
of the mind and the self together from the illusion of scientific and
technological thinking. In addition, Honneth links the liberation of the self
with the recognition resulting from understanding and mutual dialogue
among people. The post-colonial theorists focused more on the issue of
emancipation from the other with different mechanisms. While Fanon
emphasizes the power and violence as a tool of emancipation from the other,
Said proposed the concept of Orientalism to describe Western attempts to
distort the image of the East. He also saw that the alternative is Cultural
Hybridity or cultural pluralism that guarantees peaceful coexistence between
peoples. Unlike Fanon and Said, Chomsky concerns with identifying the
multiple aspects of the imperialist policies of the major powers, especially
US, rather than offering specific suggestions to confront that new
colonialism.

Key Words: Emancipation, Marxism, Critical theory(Frankfurt School),
postcolonialism.
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