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ON Envy, Boston: Coburn Press, 1909,p:vii.
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The Impact of William Shakespeare Theatre on Contemporary
Egyptian Theatre ""A comparative study of the plays of Julius
Caesar by William Shakespeare and Brutus by Georgi Kamel™

Abstract:

This research relied on a basic hypothesis that Julius Caesar
by William Shakespeare had a clear influence on Brutus by the
Egyptian writer Georgi Kamel. While impact and influence are of
fundamental concern to scholars of comparative literature, the study
explores the relationship of this concept to various concepts, such as
intertextuality, literary opposition and simulation. These influences
have been divided into two fundamental types: formative influences
represented in the division of the chapters of the two plays, the
construction of the theatrical event and space-time; and the
formation of theatrical characters and substantive influences, where
the two plays discussed the issues of war and peace and their
relationship with patriotism.

The study reveals that the techniques of intensification, reduction,
deletion and others are effective in clarifying the formalistic impact
manifested in Brutus by Georgi Kamel. The substantive influences
showed that Georgi Kamel did not depart in his play from discussing
the issues of war and peace, which were discussed in William
Shakespeare 'splay. However, he re-understood and interpreted them
according to his own vision on the one hand and the requirements of
the period of writing his play on the other. This led him to turn the
historical image of Brutus, the Roman fighter who murdered Caesar,
into the popular hero, regardless of his individual interest. Therefore,
Brutus in Georgi Kamel’s play defended the people of Rome without
having to kill Julius Caesar as in William Shakespeare's play.

Thus, the primary function of comparative literature appears in
revealing those benefits that Egyptian theatrical literature has gained
from English literature, represented by William Shakespeare Theater
in form and content. This is accomplished by inspiring what benefits
it aesthetically and substantively and abandoning what does not
correspond to the vision of its writers and the requirements of the
times of their creations.

Keywords: comparative literature — influence — form — content -
theatrical literature.
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