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Audio books for visually impaired students at South
Valley University: a study on services and the extent of
their benefit

Dr. Manal Gharib Yasin Elmasry
lecturer of Library and Information Technology
Faculty of Arts, South Valley University
Abstract

Modern technology has produced a new type of books called
"audio books". This has made it accessible to many, with
increasing satisfaction with its use among a wide base of readers,
In addition to the emergence of specialized search engines to
search for audio books, With the continued emergence of sites and
applications dedicated to making it available. Which justified its
study.

In this study, the researcher aims, in general, to monitor the extent
to benefit of blind and visually impaired students from listening to
audio books, And the impact of this on their academic
achievement by monitoring the reality of the use of audiobooks by
South Valley University students with visual disabilities, whether
completely or partially blind.

And monitoring the general motives and justifications for listening
to audio books - and the role of blind centers (audio libraries) in
providing educational and cultural services to students with visual
disabilities at South Valley University, And revealing the role of
faculty members in adapting the curricula and integrating visually
impaired students, Finally, the difficulties they face while using
blind people to access audio books that help them in their studies.
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In this study, the researcher relied on the field descriptive
approach, using the checklist and the interview as study tools, The
researcher concluded that most of the students with visual
impairments at South Valley University listen to audio books
always by 52% and sometimes by 28%,While there are 16% of
students who do not listen to audio books before, It also concluded
that electronic screen readers have a significant role for the blind
and visually impaired alike, at a rate of 84%. The most used
audiobook app is NVDIA with 56%. There are also 80% of
students who face difficulties that prevent them from benefiting
from listening to audio books, including the large number of
linguistic errors, While 20% do not face any difficulty in this.

In order to develop listening to audiobooks among South Valley
University students with visual impairments, the researcher
suggested the necessity of recognizing audiobooks as a source of
academic information, and motivating publishers to publish audio
books that support the educational process.

keywords: Audio book, Audio books applications, People with
visual impairment ,Audio library services for people with visual
disabilities.
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