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The Elephant in the Arab conscience
Dr. Dorriya Mohammed Maghraby Mohammed Makki
Abstract :

This research deals with a topic entitled "The Elephant in the
Arab Conscience", which monitors the relationship between man
and one of the huge animals that the Arab man saw and was
fascinated by and many ideas, beliefs and myths were made.

The books of the Arab heritage included a significant amount
of ideas and narration which reflected the image of the elephant, so
the preamble includes several points about the definition of the
elephant and what distinguishes it and its importance among other
nations. Then the research moves to introduce multiple issues about
the elephant in Arabic literature, the first of which came about the
elephant in Arab mythology reflecting ideas and narratin that gave
miraculous pattern which does not represent the truth, but was
rooted in the minds of the Arabs and their conscience.

Hence, | moved to the next issue, which is about the mention
of the elephant in the Arabic poetry, which is a good amount that |
was able to collect from the heritage books, which mentioned the
elephant directly or referred to it while discussing other issues.

Then | dealt with the place of the elephant in the world of
dreams and its various interpretations reported by dreams
interpreters. Then | moved to the anecdotes and folk tales in which
the elephant was mentioned, and then the Arab proverbs that used
the elephant in all these topics which was dealt in the framework of
certain angles — most often — focused on its huge body, weight,
insatiability and strength.

Finally, I discussed the issue of eating it in Islamic law and
the use of its tusks, bones, leather, etc.

Keywords: elephant - heritage - animal - legend - folk tales.
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