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92 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964- 1986, Volume XIX, Arab-
Israli Crisis and war ,1967, Documet, 4,5:1bid, 6,7.

% Foreign Relations of the United States, Washington, May 20, 1967, 7:17
p.m.

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59, Central Files
1967-69, POL ARAB-ISR. Secret; Priority; Nodis. Drafted by Davies, cleared
by Popper, and approved by Under Secretary Rostow. Also sent priority to
Cairo, Moscow, and USUN.
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% Foreign Relations of the United States, Telegram from Ambassdor in
Damascus, May 20, 1967, 1330Z.Source: National Archives and Records
Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1967-69, POL ARAB-ISR.
Confidential; Priority. Repeated Priority to Amman and to Baghdad, Beirut,
Cairo, Jerusalem, London, Jidda, Moscow, Paris, Tel Aviv, CINCSTRIKE,
DIA, and Aleppo. Received at 12:56 p.m. Advance copies were sent to the
White House, USIA, CIA, DOD, and NSA at 1:45 p.m.

0 083 (B g pa 1 g8 ol g 41°°
% AVishalaim, The Middle East: The Origins of Ara Israeli Wars, Oxford
University Press ,1996, pp.219-223.; Ben D. Mor: Op; cit, pp368-371.
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9 Avner Cohen; Israel and The Bomb (New Work: Columbia University Press,
1991), PP. 102.
%Michael Brecher, op, cit, pp.416-423.
Pbid.
9 Yitzhak Rabin; op; cit, p.90.
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103pREM 13/1618 Posiion of closed Tiran Striat from (Files) Amassdors of
Cairo, Damascus, Tel Aviv to Cabint, F.O and D, o.; F.R. Telegram from the
Mission to the United Nations to the Department of Statel, New York, May
19, 1967, 0149Z.
104 Foreign Relations of the United States, Telegram from the Embassy in
Israel to the Department of State, Tel Aviv, May 20, 1967, 1630Z
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105Yitzhak Rabin; op; cit, p.89.
106 F R.Telegram 3640 from Tel Aviv, May 18, reported that Ambassador
Barbour had delivered the message conveyed in telegram 196541 (Document

8) to Foreign Minister Eban,
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108F R, Telegram 3640.

103 Foreign Relations of the United States, from White House to Israel Cabint,
Tel Aviv, May 18, 1967, 1630Z.Source: National Archives and Records
Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1967-69, POL ARAB-ISR. Secret;
Nodis. Received at 4:30 p.m. Walt Rostow sent a copy to the President with a
May 19 8:30 a.m. covering memorandum. Johnson wrote on the memorandum:
“Get meeting set up.” (Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File,
Middle East Crisis, Vol. VII)
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Managing the May Crisis and the Preludes to the June
1967 war

Abstract

The research tackles events that took place between the wars
of the tripartite aggression on Egypt in 1956 and June 1967 which
played an effective dangerous role in paving the way for the 1967
war. Such events are the introductions to that war. In addition, such
events are regarded as History of Silence in contemporary Arab
history, as we can deduce and analyze from those facts the changes
that become very clear on the world map Particularly the region of
teh Middle East.

Recently, many analyzes and comments have been made
about the crisis that preceded the June 1967 war, and its
repercussions on the Middle East region in particular, and the world
as a whole. A great controversy has also been raised among
historians as well as cultural circles about that crisis. Such
controversies were perhaps due to a misunderstanding of historical
developments and the current situation. This could also be because
of the existence of Israel in the concerned region. Furthermore, the
movement of history of global changes and transformations,
whether intellectual, cultural, political or social, in light of the
presence of various ideological paradoxes and multiple ideologies
prevailed in several Arab countries during that period. The matter
that led to political disputes that made relations between The Arab
regimes entered into a cold war, and the matter between them
reached a dead end in light of constant threats from the Tel Aviv
administration. Accordingly, this is regarded as the problem of the
study which is mainly represented by the Abdel-Nasser regime’s
mismanagement of that crisis, especially since its escalatory
decisions led to a military confrontation, and before tackling this
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topic, the researcher found it necessary to shed some light to the
theoretical framework of the crisis.

That crisis was a fateful turning point in the course of the
event, and this is what is known as it being characterized by a
noticeable improvement or a sharp delay, and as being an
influential variable followed by a number of changes that changed
the situation of the region. Although there is no clear definition of
the crisis, this term has become used in various branches and
several divergent disciplines of human Sciences. This term has also
come to mean a set of sudden circumstances and events that entailed
a clear threat to the stable status quo in the nature of things, which
is the critical point at which the fate of a development is determined,
either for the better or for the worse (such as life or death, war or
peace) in order to find a solution to a problem or to lead to its
climaxing explosion. Anyway, administration of crisis is not a new
concept in international relations, but it was basically found in the
heart of balance mechanism in Europe as multiple dimensional
diplomacy succeeded in preserving peace before the wars of
Napoleon. In addition, levels of a crisis are the strategic basis,
planning for emergencies and sphere of operations. This is how the
administration of Cairo (i.e. Abdel-Nasser's regime) failed to
handle the May crisis. However, this regime adopted the method of
confrontation and climaxing the crisis. This is what the current
research aims to tackle through analyzing Abdel-Nasser's regime
failure in handling and managing this crisis. This is the main
problem of this study.

Keywords :peace process in the Middle East, the War of 1967,
Arabic Israeli conflict, the crises in the Middle East, Gamaal Abdel-
Nasser's era
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