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of the Economic and Social History of the Orient 40.4 (1997): 337, Wayne
Alexander and, William Violet, “Trade from Assyrian ASSur to Anatolian
Kane§ in the 19th Century B.C.E.”, 6; Veenhof, Klaas R., and Jesper
Eidem. Mesopotamia: The Old Assyrian Period. Vol. 5. Saint-Paul, 2008, 76.
2" Dercksen, Jan G. "The OId Assyrian trade and its
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3" Barjamovic, Gojko. "Interlocking commercial networks and the

infrastructure of trade in Western Asia during the Bronze Age." Trade and
Civilisation: Economic Networks and Cultural Ties from Prehistory to the
Early Modern Era (2018): 133-134.; Larsen, Mogens Trolle. Ancient Kanesh:
A merchant colony in bronze age Anatolia. Cambridge University Press, 2015,
7; Veenhof, Klaas R. "Ancient Assur: The city, its traders, and its commercial
network.", 44.
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Veenhof, Klaas R. "Ancient Assur: The city, its traders, and its commercial
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Mari." Mari 6 (1990): 39-92.

16 Wayne Alexander and, William Violet, “Trade from Assyrian AsSur to
Anatolian Kanes in the 19th Century B.C.E.”, Journal of Management and
Marketing Research, https://www.aabri.com/manuscripts/162508.pdf, 13.

7 De Almeida, Isabel Gomes, and Maria De Fatima Rosa, "The Mesopotamian
Civilization: An Overview" Images, Perceptions and Productions in and of
Antiquity (2023): 140; Radner, Karen, and Alexander Vacek. "The site of Al-
Mina, the port of Ahtd and Mediterranean trade in the age of the Assyrian
Empire." (2020): 109.

18 Veenhof, Klaas R. "Ancient Assur: The city, its traders, and its commercial
network.", 44; Michel, Cécile. "Economic and social aspects of the Old
Assyrian loan contract." La Sapienza Orientale 9 (2013): 41.
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19 Michel, Cécile. "The Old Assyrian trade in the light of recent Kiiltepe
archives." Journal of the Canadian Society for Mesopotamian Studies 3
(2008): 72.

20 Wayne Alexander and, William Violet, “Trade from Assyrian ASSur to
Anatolian Kanes in the 19th Century B.C.E.”, 4.

2" Barjamovic, Gojko. "Interlocking commercial networks and the
infrastructure of trade in Western Asia during the Bronze Age." Trade and
Civilisation: Economic Networks and Cultural Ties from Prehistory to the
Early Modern Era (2018): 134.

22 Orlin, Louis .L. "Assyrian Colonies in Cappadocia. The Hague,
Mouton." Studies in Ancient History 1 (1970), 25.

23 Michel, Cécile. "La comptabilité des marchands assyriens de Kanis, 4.
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Assyrian Commercial Agents in the City of Kanesh in
Anatolia during the Old Assyrian Period

Dr. Heba Ahmed Mahmoud Ahmed
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Abstract:

This research aims to address the role of commercial agents
in Anatolia during the Assyrian era through studying the
significance of the commercial location of the city of Ashur and the
most significant products exchanged with Anatolia. It also studies
the merchants' ability to overcome all the challenges they faced to
deliver their goods, as well as studying the establishment of
permanent commercial agencies in Anatolia, particularly in
Kanesh. In addition, it sheds light on the concept of commercial
agencies, addressing the duties of commercial agents in Assyrian
settlements through commercial correspondence found at Kul Tepe,
written in cuneiform and Kassite script. These correspondences
contain numerous contracts for hiring caravan staff, transporting,
storing, and investing in goods, as well as other tasks assigned to
agents.

Furthermore, it studies the relationship between agents and
the official authorities in Assyria, whose princes and kings became
active members of long-term commercial partnerships after seeing
the huge profits they generated for their owners. They also resolved
disputes that arose between agents in their own interests. Moreover,
the study examines the administrative system of the stations where
the agents resided, their good relations with the Anatolian princes,
and the natural cycle of trade, starting from the preparation and
transportation of goods, their storage with an agent, then the
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distribution stage, the Assyrian scales used in buying and selling,
and the division of profits. Finally, it tackles the influence and
impact on social life that occurred between the Assyrians and the
Anatolian inhabitants residing in the trading stations, including
intermarriages, beliefs, customs, and traditions, which ultimately
led to the emergence of a new generation of Assyrians in Anatolia.

Keywords: Commercial agents, Assyria, Anatolia, princes, goods,
Kanesh, administration, karom.
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