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Museum Tourism in Egypt from a Geographical Perspective
A Case Study of the Sohag National Museum

Abstract

Museums are considered one of the most prominent cultural components of
the tourism industry. They are no longer merely storage spaces for preserving
heritage, but rather centers of culture and means of entertainment. The
relationship between museums and tourism is reciprocal; tourism plays a vital
role in revitalizing museums, increasing the number of visitors and revenue,
while museums contribute to attracting more tourists, especially in areas that rely
on cultural tourism, The number of museums open for visits in Egypt was
approximately 78 in 2021.

Museums in Egypt face many challenges, the most significant of which is the
low number of visitors. The problem lies in the absence of specialized
geographical studies in museum tourism. This paper aims to utilize the
capabilities of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to create ageographical
database of tourist landmarks in Sohag City (archaeological — Christian — Islamic
—recreational —modern), as well as the accompanying services such as
restaurants, cafeterias, hotels, tourism companies, and the airport, through an
integrated map linking the museum with the city’s landmarks. This is supported
by a table of distances and access routes from the museum to any of these
landmarks, since most museums in Egypt have not served as major tourist
attractions but rather secondary elements complementing primary attractions
such as archaeological and recreational sites.

The theoretical part of the study focused on the origin of museums, their
types, and their geographical distribution in Egypt, along with the geotouristic
characteristics of Egyptian museums. The field part of the study relied on
analyzing a questionnaire distributed to a sample of visitors and staff at the
Sohag National Museum, totaling 175 visitors and 30 museum employees.
Statistical analysis was conducted using quantitative indicators such as the
spatial and human coverage index of the museum, the museum status index, the
concentration index, and others. The study adopted the descriptive analytical
method, the historical method, and the gap method.

The field study results concluded that the Sohag National Museum suffers
from many drawbacks, including poor utilization of modern technology (such as
virtual museums and mobile museums), and a lack of tour guides. The study
reached several recommendations for developing museum tourism in Egypt in
general and the Sohag National Museum in particular, in preparation for placing
the Sohag National Museum on Egypt’s tourism map.

Keywords: Museum tourism - Geographic Information Systems - Virtual
museum - Mobile museum - Sohag National Museum.
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