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Power and Solidarity in President Al-Sisi’s
Discourse on the Corona Virus Pandemic

Abstract

The present research has conducted a critical discourse
analysis (CDA) of Power and Solidarity in President Al-Sisi’s
Discourse on the Corona Virus Pandemic. This pandemic has
already transported appalling costs at the global level. This novel
coronavirus (COVID19) that originated in the Chinese City of
Wuhan affiliated to the Hubei province. Huang et al. (2020) have
highlighted the worldwide negative impact the pandemic has had
upon the world. The virus has caused a series of infections and
diseases that have led to significant fatality rates worldwide.
Unfortunately, the number of cases was still rising. To stop this
grave outburst, there must be powerful decision-making. The
researcher has focused upon President Al-Sisi’s Discourse on the
Corona Virus Pandemic by employing the tools of CDA for
highlighting the power and solidarity that characterize this
discourse.

The President’s decisions have shown great solidarity to all
Egyptians and all nations rather than the individual, proving his
own power in the face of this catastrophic time. The President has
also proved that his decisions are in line with solidarity for the
citizens in both discourse and reality. The president has transformed
the words of his discourse into genuine actions for managing the
crises. The decisions made have satisfied public opinion in terms of
completely stopping the pandemic, vaccinating all the citizens free,
and supplying financial and other aids to them. Thus, the discourse
has been a mirror of the President’s policy measures as regards
credibility.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Power, Solidarity / Public
Opinion / National Acceptance- Policy Measures
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1. Introduction

The present research has conducted a critical discourse
analysis (CDA) of Power and Solidarity in President Abdel Fattah
Al-Sist’s Discourse on the Corona Virus Pandemic. This pandemic
has already transported appalling costs at the global level. This
novel coronavirus (COVID19) that originated in the Chinese City
of Wuhan affiliated to the Hubei province. Huang et al. (2020) have
highlighted the worldwide negative impact the pandemic has had
upon the world. The virus has caused a series of infections and
diseases that have led to significant fatality rates worldwide.
Unfortunately, the number of cases was still rising. To stop this
grave outburst, there must be powerful decision-making. The
researcher has focused upon President Al-Sisi’s Discourse on the
Corona Virus Pandemic by employing the tools of CDA for
highlighting the power and solidarity that characterize this
discourse.

The President’s decisions have shown great solidarity to all
Egyptians and all nations rather than the individual, proving his
own power in the face of this catastrophic time. The President has
also proved that his decisions are in line with solidarity for the
citizens in both discourse and reality. The president has transformed
the words of his discourse into genuine actions for managing the
crises. The decisions made have satisfied public opinion in terms of
completely stopping the pandemic, vaccinating all the citizens free,
and supplying financial and other aids to them. Thus, the discourse
has been a mirror of the President’s policy measures as regards
credibility.

The research has focused upon the concepts of power and
solidarity in President Al-Sisi’s Discourse on the Corona Virus
Pandemic. It has hammered upon CDA for spotlighting the
interrelationship between the President’s powerful decision-
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making and the solidarity he has persistently shown to the Egyptian
citizens. The research, moreover, has tested public opinion and
national acceptance of his policy measures.

. The Pandemic

Originating in Wuhan in the Chinese province of Hubei, the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-
2) and a novel coronavirus (COVID19) have both rapidly spread
over the world and are already having an impact on people's daily
life (Huang et al., 2020). This virus has caused a series of infections
and diseases that have led to significant fatality rates (i.e., 47,191,
844 confirmed cases) and 1, 209, 269 fatalities worldwide.
Unfortunately, the number of cases is still rising.

The World Health Organization (WHO) proclaimed this viral
pandemic as an international health crisis and pandemic on March
11,2020, after it was designated a "societal Disease Crisis of Global
Significance" on January 30, 2020 (WHO, 2020). This worldwide
medical catastrophe has put authorities, the health of the public,
global funds, and economic and political structures under so much
strain that they are in danger of collapsing.

In addition to fever, dry cough, and dyspnea or shortness of
breath, 20% of COVID-19 patients experienced acute to life-
threatening illnesses, while nearly 80% experienced mild to
ordinary sickness (ECDPC, 2020). The disease is spreading
regionally in all parts of the world, including North America and
Europe, according to the WHO. As reported by BBC Business
News, unemployment rates have increased significantly in the USA
and other countries, rising from 3.7% to 10.4% (IMF Reports, June,
2020).

In order to prevent the possibly detrimental impacts of this
virus, researchers are working rapidly to understand its composition
and behaviors in order to develop interventions, immunizations,
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and treatments. The pandemic dominated news networks and
public statements by government officials. The public was kept
updated on the development of new laws and limitations to address
this global issue. Because of the high degree of public concern,
numerous individuals battled with the terrible virus and tried to
avoid it (Sahu et al., 2020).

Globally, national leaders had to take action to halt this
extremely severe pandemic. The speed, efficacy, and national
approval of these governments' policy initiatives had a significant
impact on the public's perception of how well they managed the
pandemic (i.e., by preventing mortality and limiting its spread).
Some leaders moved quickly with scientifically backed policy
proposals, whereas other people spent their opportunity and got by,
and some even minimized the danger.

According to the Oxford Coronavirus Government Response
Tracker, on March 26, 2020, the United States' mean score for the
nine Government Stringency Index metrics—school closures,
workplace closures, public event cancellations, public gathering
restrictions, public transportation closures, stay-at-home mandates,
public awareness campaigns, internal movement restrictions, and
international travel controls—was 72.69. Americans were 'not very
confident' in their comprehension of the government's pandemic
strategy and its effectiveness, as reported by Winton's Centre for
Risk and Evidence Communication (Freeman, March 2020).
Nonetheless, they had a comparatively high degree of confidence
in the WHO and their national medical and scientific experts.

Abbas (2020) examined the way COVID-19 news were used
to advance political and philosophical ends in China and the United
States in the Chinese Global Times and American New York
Times, utilizing Van Dijk's media structures paradigm to study
discourses connected to the pandemic. Abbas (2020) asserts that
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the public's response to events was greatly influenced by political
control over the media. COVID-19 has been politicized to gain
political advantage and target competing countries, much like the
Asian flu, cholera, AIDS, Ebola, and SARS pandemics. Unaware
of the potentially catastrophic worldwide consequences of
condemning and stereotyping against countries, that could result in
racist and ethnic connotations for international security and peace,
China and the United States exchanged accusations when COVID-
19 initially started (Abbas, 2020; Myers, 2020)..

The propagation of hate speech and terror has the power to
influence public opinion and steer international conflicts. Like
Atasoy (2020), who examined the German and Spanish COVID-19
reports in the top stories of Sueddeutsche Zeitung and El Pais from
January to March 2020 using Van Dijk's CDA. The findings
showed that both media outlets portrayed COVID-19 as a global
health crisis involving China by using polarization, vocabulary
style, relational strategies, quoting credible witnesses and experts,
highlighting similarities, and recurrence (i.e., syntactic-discursive
structures). The German newspaper claimed that it was obviously
focused on China, while the Spanish daily described it as emanating
from China.

Similar to this, Parvin et al. (2020) examined how worldwide
communities were directly informed about the spread of infection,
preparedness, and governmental efforts from China and Japan (the
epicenter) by using text mining to examine China Daily and Japan
Times news media from January to March 2020. The ideas,
viewpoints, recommendations, and instructions that were
emphasized were disclosed by the results. The findings
demonstrated that the focus of the media's interest, particularly
editorials and opinions from experts, shifted from being health-
driven to being economic and political. China demonstrated an
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interest in social welfare and governance, while Japan placed a
significant emphasis on international politics.

(CDA is a multidisciplinary investigation undertaking that
practices various theoretical and methodological approaches to
examine language. CDA scholars believe language is a social
practice, examining ideologies, power relations, and its impact on
society. They follow Foucault's dialectical perspective on speech
and actively oppose or intervene in societal issues. CDA research
begins with a study subject or problem, with design decisions
informed by contextual understandings of the dynamics of the
discourse under examination.

CDA's study design and methodological methods can be
fluid, iterative, and adaptive, depending on the project's specifics.
Researchers like Norman Fairclough, Ruth Wodak, Teun van Dijk,
and James Paul Gee have developed methodological approaches for
conducting CDAs. CDA scholars not only focus on textual
discourse genres, but have also applied methodologies to visual and
multimodal discourse. Strategies map discourse analyses across
micro, meso, and macroscale social phenomena, alternating
between descriptive, interpretative, and explanatory phases.

Discourse analysis (DA) is a method used by human
geographers to examine the production, distribution, and
assimilation of discursive practice at the mesolevel. It involves
examining the larger social context, including laws, customs, and
mores, to understand social structures at the macrolevel. CDA can
be applied to various data types and formats, including interviews,
ethnographies, speeches, and media. It offers investigative tools for
understanding the connections between discourse, power, and
ideology across various social and geographical scales.

Political discourse is a crucial component of political
analysis, with language serving two main purposes: transactional
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and interactional. Transactional language conveys information,
while interactional language preserves social bonds. Political
discourse reflects a politician's rhetorical strategies, personal traits,
and the political environment. It also includes the author's
communication goals, audience relationship, ideology, and
message genre. Understanding political discourse, lexical devices,
and distinguishing characteristics of speeches is essential.

Political discourse is complex, as politicians must navigate
economics, law, and international politics, each with its own
language. This requires blending formal language with
comprehensible, persuasive speech for the public. The relationship
between language, politics, and crisis is strong, as politics is an
educated method of influencing and persuading the target audience.

As a social practice, language is employed to mold,
influence, and convince people's attitudes and beliefs. As a
communication tool, it can be used to explain something, convince
someone, commit to something, show thanks, and achieve other
social goals (Olimat, 2018; 2019a; 2019b). Thus, knowing how
language is utilized in discourses and other kinds of interactions is
essential. This is particularly true in stressful and emergency
situations. A constant threat to all nations and people, the corona
virus disease of 2019 (henceforth referred to as Covid-19) has the
potential to bring societal divide, financial difficulties, political and
economic ramifications, public health issues, and even fatalities.

Political discourse is complex, as politicians must navigate
economics, law, and international politics, each with its own
language. This requires blending formal language with
comprehensible, persuasive speech for the public. The relationship
between language, politics, and crisis is strong, as politics is an
educated method of influencing and persuading the target audience.
This study focuses on the relationship between language and
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society, both spoken and written, and how it reflects aspects of
power. It provides a critical discourse analysis of the President’s
addresses on the pandemic.

. Fairclough’s CDA Frameworks

Rahimi and Riasati claim that Fairclough is credited with
making the most significant contribution to CDA. Since he was the
first to develop a theoretical framework that offered
recommendations for further CDA study, his model might be the
central component of the entire discipline. The core of his
framework is his conviction that language is an inseparable aspect
of social life. Social practices (discourse orders), social events
(texts), and social structures all realize the dialectic relationship
between language and social reality (Fairclough, 2003). Fairclough
attempts to uncover ideological and power patterns in texts in his
research method of analysis. He is the only CDA scholar who
defines the relationship between power and language (social power
and ideology) in his research (Fairclough, 1989). In his study
methodology, Fairclough looks for patterns of power and ideology
in texts. In his research, he is the only CDA researcher to define
the connection between language and power (social power and
ideology) (Fairclough, 1989).

Fairclough offers a three-dimensional framework for text
and discourse analysis: 1) The description of the text's formal
properties in language; 2) The interpretation of the relationship
between the text and discursive processes/interaction; 3) The
explanation of the relationship between discourse and social and
cultural reality. The text is the result of a process of text production
and serves as a resource in the process of text interpretation.

Beyond the "whatness" of the text description, Fairclough's
(1989) study has focused on the "how" and "whyness" of the
interpretation of texts and explanation. Some speech selections are
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predicated on specific underlying assumptions. These
presumptions are always ideologically motivated and driven rather
than value-free and innocent. We can learn about social processes
and the particular ideologies ingrained in language by examining
its forms. The investigation of power dynamics within the
community or society follows from this.
4. Research Objective

The current research analyzes the language the President has
used effectively during the crisis to persuade the citizens to accept
the policy measures adopted and the powerful decisions made. The
President’s speeches on the virus have persuaded the citizens to
support the preventive procedures proposed. The outcome of all this
1s solidarity with the citizens. Thus, the research aims at
spotlighting the political discourse in which the President has
unveiled his power as a great leader and proved that it has been
directed towards solidarity with the citizens. Moreover, the research
highlights the President’s stylistic mannerisms employed for
integrate his power stature and its role in warranting solidarity for
the citizens.

5. Research Questions
The research poses the questions below:

(a) How does power manifest itself in the President’s addresses on
the pandemic?

(b) In what way has the President employed power for making the
right decisions that work for solidarity with the people?

(c) What conceptual interpretations do the President’s discourses
convey? How do his power dynamics emerge in the frequency
of particular lexical elements, syntactic structures, and
ideational connotations?
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To answer these questions, the study is theoretically
grounded in Fairclough's three-dimensional Critical Discourse
Analysis model (1989, 1995) referred to above. This paradigm
facilitates in sorting the numerous ideologies buried beneath
political jargon employed by speakers.

The study also makes use of corpus linguistic techniques
(such as the AntConc 3.2.4w corpora tool) to identify the most
prevalent grammatical and semantic patterns in the political texts
being examined and their immediate context. In discourse studies,
the combination of CDA and SFL computations with CL tools is
crucial because it enables the analysis of vast amounts of textual
data, helps comprehend the explanation of the data, and reinforces
the empirical foundations of CDA while lowering researcher bias
and boosting evaluation reliability.

6. Research Problem

Political discourse is one type of conversation. The main
objectives of political speech are to educate the audience, build
rapport, and influence others to share the politician's opinions. The
language used and political discourse, however, can also disclose a
lot about the politicians themselves, their current situation, and the
character of their relationships with the public. The study's
objective is to determine the President's recurring words and word
associations by analyzing the lexical features of his political
speeches.

. Data Collection

The data are based on an observational technique of the
language use in the President’s following speeches of which Speech
Two is selected for analysis:

1) President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi's Speech and First Comment on the
Coronavirus Crisis (22/3/2020),
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2) President Al-Sisi's Speech during his Inspection of the Armed
Forces' Preparations to Confront the Coronavirus (7/4/2020),
3) President Al-Sisi's Speech on the State's Efforts in Combating the
Novel Coronavirus (7/4/2020),
4) President Al-Sisi's speech on Sinai Liberation Day and Comments
on the Latest Developments of the Coronavirus (22/4/2020)
5) President Al-Sisi's Speech and Comments during the Meeting
with a Number of Isolation Hospital Directors (28/4/2020),
6) President Al-Sisi's Speech during the Non-Aligned Movement
Summit on the Novel Coronavirus (4/5/2020),
7) President Al-Sisi's Comment on the Speech of the Minister of
Higher Education Regarding the Coronavirus on the Sidelines
of the Inauguration of Bashayer Al-Khayr 3 (21/5/2020),
8) President Al-Sisi's Speech during the Global Vaccine Summit
(4/6/2020),
9) President Al-Sisi's Speech at the African-Chinese Mini-Summit
to Combat COVID-19 (18/6/2020).
8. Analysis
Here is an analysis of the President’s addresses (Speech Two
delivered on 7/4/2020) upon the pandemic. In this speech, the
President inspects the Armed Forces' preparations to confront the
Coronavirus.
8.1 Excerpt One (Speech Two)
Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his

Title.i“ inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations
English to confront the Coronavirus
Speech dalocal) ol g8 clafaning 03885 A upeal) AalS ya
Title in UigusS Cugd dgal gal
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
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Translated Text

Original Text

In the name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful
Allow me to address to
all of you the lined up forces
that are here in front of me
with their various elements,
and also to the entire armed
forces. All thanks and all
appreciation, and the truth,
what I see in front of me always
confirms the confidence of the
Egyptians in the ability of its
army to be a strong
contributing partner in
confronting any crisis.

The truth that I see in
front of me here is something
that calls for appreciation and
pride. We are talking about
elements that can have a very,
very significant impact
confronting the crisis that we
are talking about today.

in

o ) a1 ) a

aagdl Ul ) (Ao

(Al Aidaaal) ¢l g8l) Lagan aSyl)
W jualing LUa (e ald 5352 4
dalicall ¢ g8ll Liay) g (Adlisal)
copdlil) Jsg AN JS cJalslly
aldd gl Ul A (A88al) g
O pnaal) 485 Lagla a8y 02 e
0583 8 O s L 508 4
Agaisae A s abluwa el

adla Ul ) 4idal g

P VS IR g P

S alSih Ua) (Adllg sl

W Cos o) pohiad pualic

igalsa 1 N s 50

le alcily Ua) AN 4ajy)
S

Comment

The present example unveils a touch of informality through
which the President intends to stress familiarity with and solidarity
for his people. This is confirmed by the first person singular subject
pronoun “I”” (4 (})) at the very beginning. There are many others that
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extend the performance solidarity: “that” (), “in front of me” ( p/2
), “what I see” (158 52 Ul L), always (i), “we” (La), “can have
a very, very significant impact” (2> 12x S Ll Led ()5S o aobaiasd),
and “talking about today” (32L&} leale alSiu),

8.2 Excerpt Two (Speech Two)

Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech dadocal) ol g8 bl antinn) 03885 A psaal) AalS i
Title in Uguss cugd dgal gl
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text

And for this reason, |4 g L Ul 5.8 olis g
when 1 thank you, this is | 4184 (R S 0 (Sl st
thanks, that is, in advance of slialial oy sl 3 &‘_ 5 % uk‘
effort and performance, if we Jgbl e LY cosda aila
need it, it will be mobilized, - i

A Gy asBDA e G maall

because, I want to say to the >
Egyptians through you, and | *®° Al gill g sa caldlaa¥l ()

through the, this alignment o ) DAL pualind) oa Js
and this presence, for all these | (Gl 4y juaall 43gall  glodi
different elements that there | (o 02 danall 3 D39 uﬁ iy
are systems for the Egyptian | g, N 2 Jalaiy g ;_“ o
stzfte., systems that mean In th.e ol o Jgul@lt el
Ministry of Health, this c .. w

Clddivee daj¥) aa Jalady

system, the state system deals . -
with the crisis, university Jaladiy (Gl 02 cAalisall < gl
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hospitals, this system deals |5}y <lLddiua da N e
with the crisis, armed forces & Jalai  Geud 83 ‘Z\_As\m
h(?slll)itlallls, .tl.lisT l:ysth.m. dealsf 8w‘ el da )
with the crisis The Ministry o " Jaltiy (g 03 (aldl

Interior hospitals, this is a s Al 3 ey
system that deals with the e D3 P2 Ay

crisis, the private sector gliall g8 gd Wb Gnrsasa
hospitals, this is a system that | ¢«® 33 92 54 gm il Jsy
deals with the crisis, in the | g asl) agaBil Baaiea g AL
crisis in which we are present, Z\_, sllaal) i< lall Ji das Lucal)
all available, and all existing alsii; Ua) Loy dgal ga b
resources are ready and i S,
willing to provide the required g
support, assistance, or
participation in confronting
the crisis that we are facing.
We are talking about it.

Comment
The present example follows the same track where the
President asserts the familiarity and solidarity with which the
speech began. Here are some examples: “I thank you” (a8 4s s
D84, “this is thanks” (US4 »3), “in front of me” (e ol8), “if we
need it” (auls olalial of), “I want to say” (Js8 \e), “it will be
mobilized” (s2da oila) “this alignment and this presence”
(2 22l gill5 o3 alilaa¥l) among others mentioned in the previous
quotation.
8.3 Excerpt Three (Speech Two)
Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
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Speech dalcal) il g8 bl aninn) 03885 PR ppaal) AalS i
Title in Lo sS g gl sl
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text

However, in the context of
the economy of power, we
appreciate this alignment in the
context of first reassuring the
Egyptians. I am the words that are
in front of me that many of us in
the army know, but we loved that
we present them to ourselves and
to the Egyptian people so that they
know that the Egyptian state is a
strong and capable state, God
capable. With the
determination of its men, their
honesty, their sincerity, and their
willingness to always make
sacrifices.

That is why I say again, all
appreciation and thanks to all
these forces lined up, and be
prepared to participate in the
effectiveness required to protect
your country. As you presented
with the Ministry of Interior,

willing,

Saidy) ) & oS!

IR il Ua) (gl
Vo ) B dilihaY)
Al Ul (G paal) Ailaka
S e ?"ﬁ 3 sa Al
o A (lual) A Uil
4dalli Ua) ) Una Ua)

graall  cadlly Uiy
a{gﬁ\ O o s

Ol Bl g 4 68 A g3 Ay jucaal)
LGJIQJ a.A:ija..\ SJA\E ol el

agadal g agiilaly g
CANENE | JPRRT APV K LRy
Lala

Jss Ul 338 olde

JSy Al JS A0 B
Aihadd) ¢ gal JS )
Cpdrieca JgigSy ¢(gd
4 slhaall Adelilly A4S il
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martyrs and wounded in the face
of terrorism, if the matter
requires us to take action, God
forbid, if there is a crisis, that is,
we do not hope for it, but we
remain prepared for it, and this
alignment means, I say to the
Egyptians: We are prepared for
all scenarios, I say to the
Egyptians, we are prepared for all
scenarios.

o) L) pSaly dlead
adinal 5 & ?:“ﬁ
Agalsa B Cmlany slagd
Lila lial ¥ 130 ccla Y!
o4l 8 Y g At Ua) ¢
Ol slliatila 04 9 ¢ ny da Y
c‘\ﬁgm u&\:\!\ OSS
Ul oolima o0 cildha¥ g
A Ompaddl Jeb
il g L) S pantisa
Ll g L) JSI Cpanisa

Comment

The present example follows the same track where the
President asserts the familiarity and solidarity with which the
speech began. Here are some examples: “many of us” (L _iiS),
“we loved that we” (L) o) Lus Ual), “so that” (olie), “always”
(Lea), “T say” (Js Ul), “it will be mobilized” (s2i~ a4w), “As you
presented” (a8 a3 e s 3), “if the matter requires us” (zlial Y1 13)
L), “we do not hope for it, but we remain prepared for it” (s
aliaiine iy ST latila), “T say to the Egyptians” (Gmowaell J ),

among others.

8.4 Excerpt Four (Speech Two)

Speech
Title in
English

Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
confront the Coronavirus
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Speech Aalcall &) g8l) ) afantiy) o284 (IMA gaa.-,\uj\ FIRTS ol
Title in Ui 9,08 (g Agal gal
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text
The energy of work that | 1gii) A Jaadl 48Us

you have in front of you, or the
energy of treatment, the energy
of treatment for the crisis that is
in front of you, I want to reassure
you, and never let you lose
anyone who affects your morale
or your self-confidence. We can,
thanks to God Almighty, and in
cooperation with each other, if
we deal with any challenge,
inside Egypt from its first border
on the Mediterranean Sea to its
southern and western borders.
We have no problem, God
willing. We have the resources
and we have the capabilities.

As I said, the offer we have
before us reflects this.

I just want to tell you who,
I mean, when we provide a
helping hand to friendly or
brotherly countries, the goal is

2ol el Al g caSia o8
(aSia alad ) 4o S0 dgtlaal)
CiaSaliila g ¢ gSiakai Wy ule
S PR TP P X KW
pSudi] B 28 ) il gina
Al 4l Judady aadaian cad
O Liany aa Liglain g ¢ ladig
LT ¢ gl Qg\énd.nl.aﬁl.'m\
Lagaa Jyl G pmae Jal
W bagall sl
Lagda g 2\,,\.1‘9.\53\ - XTEEN
Uale ACda (idla Ay Al
Lhal g ) gall LAl ol oL )
,abﬁm

caadl i L 554
OuSy 03 Lila alad Ua) )
Bas
Oy adli Ll Ua) da c(1a
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that we affirm solidarity with the
severity of the misery that these
countries are suffering from.
The whole world is suffering, but
they are
suffering harshly, and support
here remains important, even if
the support is Symbolic support,
support is symbolic support, and
I am telling you this so that we
have the opportunity if we
provide more support, and this is
a matter, I mean, Can someone
say, do you have resources if you
provide support to other
countries? We offer what is
possible, I mean, we don't offer...

in some countries

Because we cannot provide every
country with supplies, we are

Ciagl) Aldd o) Alyaa Jgal
&o Labad a8 La) &) Lga
o3a dda (ilady AN (ull) s
b S Al 418 allal) (g
gy (Al Joall
S pa g U polly
asdl) (g3ay asd asdll ls
BaS aighy Ul ¢giay acd
Ua) @) 4 dll Wal glie
(sl 039 casdl) ha 3y e addd
Ua) (A ol 3o Sy ¢ n
158 O Llse (Al
S Al Jgal aSd Lk | ganl
e (g peudi Lo adliy Ual
O gahiad ¥ Ua) oY a8
Uia) ccnila jhia 4 g3 Jst A oS
Loal L Uaf LW 88 Jglady

trying to provide us with what

LB
we have here.

Comment

In a similar vein, the current example uncovers the
President’s speech power via which he communicates with the
citizens so much that he has gained their trust in his leadership and
the decisions he makes. Here are further examples: “that you have
in front of you” (pSie o8 ) 513} ) - “T want to reassure you” (4 jle
| Siakad) “inside Egypt from its first border on the Mediterranean
Sea” ((Lwsidl jadl Lo Wagas Jol ge pae J3l 353), “We have no
problem” (Lxie ASia (idle), “reflects this” (335 UsSaw), “with the
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severity of the misery that these countries are suffering from” ( &=
Jsall oda aie Jlaiy S L) 303), “Can someone say” (Jsi 2 oSa),
among some others that reassure the Egyptian citizens in times of

ventilators. I want to tell you,
and I'm talking to you now,
other than what was presented,
and the head of the Supply and
Catering Authority, and Major
General TIhab, would be
appropriate for me. We have 6
hospitals, right? 6 hospitals
ready to open, 6 hospitals with
a capacity of 200 beds. What do
I mean by 'ready for
opening"? We're not saying
we'll do it. No, we're saying

crises.
8.5 Excerpt Five (Speech Two)
Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech dadocal) ol g8 bl antinn) 03885 A psaal) AalS i
Title in Uguss cugd dgal gl
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text
You've heard a lot about | (& S aMS aliram | gii)
the problem, like the | ,aul) 3 }ga.i ey Al

Ul g casl J 680 sale Ul sl
aSAlSy Uiy Bl atalgy
iz i A e (gl
NaaY) Aa Gy S glas
B L) Ll Vsl g cpail g
Cuw 9§88 (ha |, cbddie 1
Co L ¢ ALy Cilbiddi
Yoo Adiual 4 clidiua
soala Jgd e Ul aw
J 5y Uin) e cdg) (siny LS
Usf Jgiiy Uaf o3 ¥ Jarils
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we're ready. And that's what I
said in the hall, that there are
many projects whose openings
have been postponed due to the
circumstances we're facing.
I'm talking to you about six
Armed Forces hospitals, in
addition to the Ministry of
Health hospitals that are
currently being implemented.
Over the past six years, a huge
effort has been made, and
strong, ambitious planning has
been undertaken by the
Egyptian state in all sectors.
We have not left any sector
untouched without our
intervention and effort to
develop it and bring it to the
level we hope for our country,

Egypt.

Al Lj ) NS 0 g ¢ ptaia
abJngéggkm\gésﬁ
L gkl Lgali®) Jali ol 8 s
Uly b Cmasage Ua)
clidiue G o aSalgy
£ A daluadl clgal
gﬂ\ Aaall 30y Claddiea
O Cod) DA AT oy
(g8 S g Jard) o gild
A gall (5 98 7 gala Jahads Jaaci g
(A gal) cileUad 481S 8 4 paall
¥) e Uall) cpa gl Elisula
Ouds g Agd Ll g L) L
oy 4did g pUadl) 138 (e phad
Uald oliaiiy A (o ghenally

L

Comment

This excerpt completes the whole idea and strengthens the
solidarity that the President shows throughout. The president
focuses upon concrete nouns and objects such as “ventilators”
(=luall il 3 3eal), “the head of the Supply and Catering
Authority” (Crs<dll s AaeY) dua i ), “six hospitals ready to open”
(U o als cldliue ) “six hospitals with a capacity of 200
beds” (Ui ¥+ (il d8la ilddiuse Cus), in addition to “six Armed
Forces hospitals” (daludl <)l clddive <), The President
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highlights the great efforts exerted as an evidence of wise

management of crises. This management is based upon the right

decisions, appropriate planning, and rapid response from all

sectors. The President’s use of the first person plural possessive

pronoun in the phrase “our country” is masterfully employed for

consolidating the line of solidarity drawn from the very beginning.
8.6 Excerpt Six (Speech Two)

Speech Text of President EI-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech dalial) ol gRY) Cafaanting 0885 (DA (i) Al Lal
Title in Uiguss cugnd dgal sal
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text
Therefore, I'm telling | aSalSy Ulg aSighy Ul

you, as I'm talking to you now,
there are now 6 hospitals, ready
to operate, I don't want to say,

VoM B (Bl
m}b “.’”.w ‘Qw. i

fully operational, with
everything... And as I'm talking
to you now, I swear they
shouldn't have said this, I
swear they shouldn't have said
this... I'm telling you there is
equipment, and this is also
thanks to God, and when we
were talking about the unified

S M (e ekl
d9 i gllale
(Bl alally Uly Ldals
Gislgie 03 S g
s sila 03 NS il g cddl s
839 ((rry (Cildra b A<l gy Uil
Lal Ul g cLiple 4 (o Juady 5 2
sl AN e Al Us
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purchasing of supplies and
medicines in the Egyptian state,
this had a really, really big
impact. So, when we come and
say, “I wonder what we have,”
go ahead, Thab, go ahead... And
I, when I say that we have
appropriate reserves for this
crisis, I am not talking about
the Ministry of Health and its
reserves, nor the Armed Forces
and its reserves, no, I am
talking about other reserves,
and this is my nature in any
case, this is me, I mean, my
nature as a human being,
before I am... I always like to
have reserves on the side to
confront an unexpected
circumstance. The face of the
time that we are in, now I
imagine that if we need it we
will get it.

4l 4al) & dg a0 g cila jlicall
oS il g (S 0 ¢y el
e L Julhg i
b Q) L g b Jb
Jsia Ul g (Uil ...) sheail el
fgalia clhlia) Uais Ual ¢
s alkily (e Ul ccya a3
¥ gibhaliial g cdaual) 303
dgilblial g daluall el gall
(oA alblia) Jo als
gt da S e anh a9
Lo J «Cluadls ira ¢y (U]
g (s8 qal Ly s
il ia o cbblial
chgll Anyg pdgla (e i
Liaf o) suatl (38 gl clia)

Axlbily oo Lalial gl

Comment
In this excerpt, the President speaks to the Egyptian citizens
and reassures them of the readiness and well-preparedness of the
leadership and the country to confront the pandemic. He has listed
several hospitals that are affiliated either to the Ministry of Health
or to the Armed Forces. Again, the President reassures the Egyptian
citizens that these facilities are well-equipped and ready to deal
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with any emergency. That is to say, everything is in working order.
Furthermore, the President spotlights the efforts exerted for
overpowering the pandemic and asserts the need for a firm stand in
the face of the global catastrophe. The President also commends the
efforts exerted and the Egyptian state's uniform procurement of
supplies and medications.

8.7 Excerpt Seven (Speech Two)

Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech datical) ¢l i) calalani 04845 JMA (gnead) dals Lal
Title in Uguss cugnd dgal gl
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text

And I can say these | g3 cblda¥) Ul (Sayg
precautions, these precautions | | ( i Y cillalda¥) sl ¢ sh
are inviol.abl.e, Bahaa, huh? oAl du YY) e Y 94Aa el
They are inviolable only after Uid s Laa) € adla (Lle

being shown to me, okay? Go ] B e
ahead and relax. I just want to A MR ?&A o )

say to all of you, and through ) gliak) ¢ paall cadl) aSINA
you the Egyptian people, rest (pSuud I8 lgela g
assured, just help us, have | pile (AU U gl G (L
faith in yourselves and in us, | ¢L% O SRS () eLE o) Jitiad
just help us again, we want to | ¢ 5. Gl Ua) ol odld

celebrate, God willing, (San sdg by Yy ccililal
celebrate, that we no longer
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have any infections, no deaths. | Ulaa 1938 (ud ¢Jgs OY) A
And that is possible, it's easy so Ao gl Ul 1938 Ay g
far, but focus with us a little,
focus with us a little.

Comment

The very first sentence is typically informal in terms of word
order: “And I can say these precautions, these precautions are
inviolable, Bahaa, huh?” (¥ cllaliia¥l eda ¢J iy 53 cllaliia¥) Ul (Kay g
48 el L «uaad). This naturally overflowing conversational style
deviates from the characteristically formal and diplomatic language
of presidential addresses. The President has thus been capable of
creating a friendly atmosphere at a time during which all the
Egyptian citizens need reassurance and solidarity. It is also put in
the form of a rhetorical question as is the following utterance:
“They are inviolable only after being shown to me, okay?” ((osi ¥
fuada dlle a2l 223 Y)), Here is how the President reassures the
citizens in this critical period in the history of humankind; the
measures and precautions are inviolable until they are presented to
the President to check them and make the right decision.

Remarkably, the remaining part of the present excerpt
includes six imperative clauses that mark the seriousness and
urgency of the current situation. Interestingly, the tone is
motivating inspiring, hopeful, reassuring, promising, positive,
encouraging and boosting. This is how the President addresses “all
of you, and through you the Egyptian people”:

1 rest assured

just help us

have faith in yourselves and in us

just help us again

focus with us a little

Q|| AW

focus with us a little
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The note on which the above excerpt ends is one of optimism
and communalism as manifest in the masterful use of the first
person plural subject pronoun “we” and its variant (first person
plural object pronoun “us”):

we want to celebrate,

God willing,

celebrate, that

we no longer have

any infections, no deaths.

The excerpt closes upon a remarkable note of hope without
which heart would break: “And that is possible, it's easy so far,” the
idiomatic participial clause “God willing” adds a divine touch to
the whole for being free of illnesses and deaths.

8.8 Excerpt Eight (Speech Two)

Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech dalical) ol i) caalani 04885 JMA () Al Lal
Title in UigusS ug b dgal gal
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text

Here again, allow me, | Ul & Jdgaaml g3y Ui
once again, while I am here in B o B 39 5a ul 9 3\.).:'1.3 5_sa
this place, to offer my prayers | ;o Al Aa gl Ui o) eolsal) 13
ishes to the British | . PN
and good wishes to the Britis £330 it dudal) S g

Prime Minister, and I wish him . L i
a speedy recovery from the sBAl) Al Adly o gilas sl

- 138 -


https://almanassa.com/stories/4358

Journal of Qena Faculty of Arts 34 (68) July 2025

injury, and to come out and | ALYl (e Ay ) (e Jaladl
return to leading his country in | <, saly 5aL3 A A E A
safet)itand p(f;ace, and V;e wisin1 o) tailyy M ol
security and peace for a ol S a3l
people.

Comment

Interestingly, the President’s love extends far beyond
national borders to embrace all human beings. This is manifest in
his expressive condolences and best wishes to the British Prime
Minister to recover the infection he caught and survive the
catastrophe. Thus, the President hopes the British Prime Minister
would get better quickly and make the required progress to resume
leading his nation in safety and peace. Furthermore, the President
wishes for everyone to live in security and peace.

8.9 Excerpt Nine (Speech Two)

Speech Text of President El-Sisi's speech during his
Title in | inspection of the Armed Forces' preparations to
English confront the Coronavirus
Speech dalicall cf ghl) colalntin 23885 JHA uwsead) AalS (yai
Title in UigusS (gt dgal gal
Arabic
Release 7/4/2020
Date
URL https://almanassa.com/stories/4358
Translated Text Original Text
Once again, thank you. | | sS g caS jSiiy 43l 3 sa
Always be prepared, as 1 63 ia Ul e 5 Crmitia Lagly
expect from you, especially A eehail) Jlas Luali g ¢ aSia
with regard to disinfection
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efforts, which I envision will | «cua 3380 JMA o) gl
increase significantly during | (3 oS ENaray A 3l cdadlal) K

this period and the coming | 3, ) ahliall J8 Jais s

period, covering all Egyptian Lol 5l v e
I BYEY il
regions in coordination with 3 e & en
s AY

other state agencies. Once .
again, I do thank you. The @SSy Al B e
truth is, what I'm witnessing Balgll Al Ul e addall g
today, as I said, truly calls for | pa&ill ) sea 3aS b Lo g3
high esteem and pride. Thank | -, Cida DU ja | S& (A8
you very much; we are
thankful.

Comment

The President thanks the Egyptian people once again. Once
more, the informal touch adds a note of familiarity and solidarity to
the scene as manifest in the proximal demonstrative pronoun “this”
in the phrase “during this period” (< 34ll); the colloquialism
“Cus 34l s used instead of the formal phrase 3l o24”, The
President also asks all the Egyptian citizens to be always be ready
as far as the disinfection operations are concerned. Again, the
President reassures them that these operations will increase vividly
over the course of this and the upcoming period. Thus, the
operations will cover and encompass every part of Egypt. This will
be achieved via the sincere collaboration of all the country’s
organizations and agencies. The closing sentence highlights the
President’s thankfulness three times for all the Egyptian citizens: “I
do thank” (oS_S&), “Thank you very much” (k> 1S%) and “we are
thankful” ((pSida),

The current speech is called a crisis discourse in which the
President proves how a powerful leader is capable of handling the
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pandemic at the national as well as global levels. Here, the President
addresses the armed forces to make sure of the required
preparations for confronting the pandemic, thus underpinning
national unity, harmony, commonality, camaraderie, and solidarity.
The discourse is analyzed for its use of language, power dynamics,
and underlying ideologies. It is noteworthy that the speech is
delivered in the middle of this crisis. The President has spotlighted
this menacing public health emergency in which the armed forces
and healthcare systems have a fundamental role to play. The
President has masterfully managed to march the armed forces’
support and to, at the same time, to encourage the concerned health
sectors to be well-prepared for overpowering the pandemic.

Implicit in the situation is the solidarity message sent to all
Egyptians based upon the measures and procedures adopted for
confronting the Virus, thus sustain the solidarity on which the
President is keen all the way through. By implicature, the citizens
are motivated to take part in this national collective effort. The
President has managed to follow the strategies he adopts and take
part in the collective efforts to be exerted for challenging the
pandemic and any other issue that may crop up. In so doing, the
President has provided a vibrant, flawless and rich vision for
sustaining internal and external solidarity.

Furthermore, the President has shown appreciation and
reverence towards the military and the healthcare officials by
inaugurating his speech by the name of Allah Almighty: In the
name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The
President articulates appreciation to the armed forces and health
sectors, thus establishing a positive tone. Equally important is the
clever use of the first person plural subject pronoun “we” and its
variants (first person plural object pronoun “us” and first person
plural possessive pronouns “our” and ‘“ours”). By highlighting
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teamwork and shared accountability, this promotes solidarity
among the military, medical professionals, and civilians. The
President has probed deep into the citizens’ psychology and assured
them that Egypt is a strong and able country. This breeds
confidence in the state’s capabilities of challenging the pandemic
and consolidates the trust the citizens keep upon their wise and
competent leader.

The speech is cohesive and coherent and follows a logical
sequence from start to finish. The speech has a well-defined format:
it starts with thanks, then goes on to describe the state's readiness,
and ends with appeals for trust and collaboration. The audience's
comprehension and involvement are improved by this logical
progression. The President has highlighted and stressed Egypt’s
readiness as far as hospitals and other healthcare institutions are
concerned, thus safeguarding Egyptians against the emerging and
rapidly spreading pandemic. Here is how the President unveils his
power dynamics ass a decisive leader who can manage any
emergency on the spur of the moment. The President has called
upon the Egyptian Armed Forces: By highlighting the military’s
readiness and past sacrifices (“martyrs and injured”), the speaker
reinforces the military’s status as a vital force for national security
and crisis management.

Moreover, the President has his own ideology that has
intertwined the efforts of the Armed Forces, healthcare services
providers, and the citizens themselves into one nationalist unity that
has shouldered responsibility for cooperating and collaborating for
overpowering the pandemic. The President has thus expanded the
scope of solidarity to embrace other nations, confirming that Egypt
has the resources to do so. This humanitarian instinct on the part of
the President has made him assure that this is a situation that
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requires noble conducts and there is no nobler behavior than
helping others in times of crises.

The President has also called for the citizens to be part and
parcel of the process and to collaborate in order to overcome this
one of the most terrible situations in the history of humanity. This
is a time in which the country and the whole world need all hands
to pull under the slogan “United, we are might.” In other words, this
1s a time for mobilizing all available resources to conquer the
pandemic. Interesting still is the President’s amazingly rapid
response to the concerns of the citizens about the obtainability and
readiness of hospitals and other medical resources. The President
has been capable of assuring the citizens that the Egyptian
leadership spares no effort for guaranteeing medical services and
care for free to all Egyptians without discrimination. That is to say,
the hospitals (whether equipped through the Armed Forces of the
Ministry of Health) are ready to admit any number of cases. The
credibility of the President’s discourse has aptly alleviated the
citizens’ fears of any possible shortage. It is no wonder then that,
after producing the vaccines, the President has ordered that all
Egyptians be vaccinated for free in a smart move that has been
found nowhere in the world at the time.

This powerful and credible discourse has unveiled a type of
transparency in speech that has sustained the citizens’ trust in the
power, decisiveness, credibility, truthfulness and solidarity of their
President. It is worthy of notice that the President has widened the
scope of assistance and care to embrace the whole world. Towards
the end of the speech the President wishes recovery for Boris
Johnson, then British Prime Minister, thus showing that the
President is keen upon confirming Egypt’s global role which is
based on solidarity for and responsiveness to all human beings. The
speech closes upon an optimistic note to sustain hope because
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without hope hearts would break as the citizens can easily glean for
themselves that the President’s efforts and decisive decisions have
played a vital role in minimizing mortalities and infections. The
final supplication of Allah’s support and backing as manifest in the
subjunctive structure “God willing” (¥ «L% }) adds a layer of
psychic inspiration. The President’s final expression of
thankfulness and appreciation takes the issue a step further and
uncovers the commonality of the situation.

. Conclusion

Political discourse can refer to any written or spoken political
text. As a category of public speech, political discourse focuses on
the general administration of national or state affairs or public
policy, according to other authors. Election campaign programs,
press conferences, party manifestos, government news releases,
political documents, speeches, letters, interviews, and other
comparable items are often regarded as political discourse.
Political speech then uses particular linguistic strategies. Generally
speaking, the four main categories are vocabulary, grammar,
speech coherence, and intertextuality.

The President's public speaking style is unique. He portrays
himself as an effective leader who takes on all responsibilities and
handles issues. He speaks in a straightforward and casual manner.
Another factor that makes him unique is his informality, which
shows up in many different forms. He tries to be transparent and
approachable to all citizens. He provides rational explanations for
his political remarks.

Lastly, political speech from the President is more consistent
with mainstream discourse. One characteristic of the President's
latest addresses is that he regularly uses personal tales to make his
points more relatable to the audience.
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