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Characteristics of Refugee Camps from South Sudanese
to the Nile Basin Countries

Abstract:

The presence of refugees and their use of services provided by
the state to its citizens can put pressure on resources and public
services, potentially leading to conflict. Uganda is deemed one of
the largest host countries for refugees in the world, with most
refugees coming from neighboring countries such as South Sudan
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Uganda’s policies grant
refugees various rights, including access to education, employment,
private property, healthcare, and other social services. Refugee
camps should be situated at a safe distance from international
borders, typically around 50 km from conflict zones and other
sensitive areas such as military installations, to ensure security. The
Khour Al-Waral camp in Sudan adheres to this standard.
International guidelines recommend that each refugee be allocated
approximately 45 m? of living space, inclusive of essential services
and designed to preserve human dignity. In comparison, the Scouts
Camp in Sudan provides roughly 56 m? per person.

It is preferred that the slope of a refugee camp site range from
2% to 4% to ensure proper water drainage. The site should also be
above flood level to prevent inundation. Four camps—Scouts,
Khour Al-Waral, Redis 1, and Redis 2—meet this recommended
slope criterion of 2—4% for effective water drainage. According to
guidelines, there should be one toilet for every 20 individuals in
case of emergencies. For longer-term stays, separate toilets should
be provided for men and women. The distance between shelters and
toilets should not exceed 50 meters to encourage usage, nor be less
than 6 meters to prevent problems related to odors and insects. And
the distance between water points and households should not
exceed 200 meters, allowing access within a few minutes of
walking. Additionally, there should be one elevated water tap for
every 80 people.

Keywords: South Sudan, Nile Basin, Refugees, Camps
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