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Environment and Sustainable Development in Ancient
Egyptian Thought

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the concepts of environment
and sustainable development in ancient Egyptian thought. The
ancient Egyptians were able to achieve sustainable development as
early as seven millennia ago, which implanted their place in the
collective memory of human history due to the remarkable progress
and civilization they attained in various fields. From the dawn of
history, the ancient Egyptian recognized the concept of the
environment and, through innate wisdom, understood the necessity
of preserving its elements as the very source of life. He placed the
environment at the core of his daily practices and behaviors,
skillfully utilizing natural resources and safeguarding them in order
to achieve goals that today align with what is known as sustainable
development. The ancient Egyptians also set principles for
environmental protection, preserving essential components such as
water, soil, sunlight, deserts, and agricultural lands, as well as
safeguarding the internal environment with its diverse living
creatures—animals, birds, and all beings that share life upon this
fertile land. Their efforts ensured that the environment, in all its
natural dimensions, remained conducive to human well-being and
a support for maintaining balanced and sustainable life for all. The
study employed both historical and analytical methodologies.

Keywords: Environment; Sustainable development; Ancient
Egyptian thought.
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