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A Linguistic Analysis of the Expression ‘Allahumma’ and Its
Semantic Implications According to Ibn al-Qayyim al-
Jawziyyah”

Abstract:

Grammar (‘/lm al-Nahw) constitutes one of the essential
sciences essential for understanding the Qur’an and the Sunnah, as
it provides a precise comprehension of religious texts. Although
many renowned scholars have contributed significantly to this field,
other scholars—such as Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah—did not gain
the same fame as grammarians, yet their works reveal remarkable
mastery of grammatical analysis. Ibn al-Qayyim addressed
numerous linguistic and grammatical issues, including his detailed
study of the construction “Allahumma” and his analysis of the mim
that follows it.

This study aims to focus on Ibn al-Qayyim’s contributions to
Arabic grammar, despite his name not being prominently
documented among the leading grammarians. The study is
structured around three main points. The first discusses the
grammatical phenomenon of addressing nouns that contain the
definite article (al-), a topic of dispute between grammarians: The
Kufans permitted it, while the Basrans rejected it, arguing that the
definite article implies specification, which makes its combination
with the vocative particle impossible. The second point explores the
meaning of “Allahumma”, considered a form of invocation
equivalent to “Ya Allah”, with the mim at the end serving as a
substitute for the vocative particle ya. The third point examines Ibn
al-Qayyim’s position on the matter, as he favored the Basran view
and explained that his interpretation of “Allahumma” aligns most
accurately with linguistic and grammatical reasoning. This research
highlights Ibn al-Qayyim’s linguistic insight and his deep
understanding of grammatical rules, presented in a way that
harmonizes with modern linguistic perspectives.

Keywords: Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Allahumma, vocative
particle (ya), mim of Allahumma.
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