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Impaired Executive Functions as Predictors of Childhood-
Onset Fluency Disorder in a Sample of Institutionalized
Children”

Abstract:

The current study aims to explore the relationship between
certain impaired executive functions (attention deficit, planning
deficit, and memory deficit) and Childhood-Onset Fluency
Disorder (COFD) among a sample of children residing in care
homes. The study sample consisted of 55 children (boys and girls)
residing in institutional care, with ages ranging from 6 to 12 years.
The instruments applied included a researcher-constructed scale
for assessing selected executive functions, comprising the
following dimensions: attention deficit, planning deficit, and
memory deficit, in addition to the Childhood-Onset Fluency
Disorder Scale (Hussein Abu El-Magd, 2022). The psychometric
efficiency and reliability of the instruments were verified prior to
application.

The main findings revealed a significant positive
correlation (at the 0.01 level) between certain impaired executive
functions and Childhood-Onset Fluency Disorder among children
residing in care homes. Moreover, the results indicated no
significant differences in the study variables with respect to
gender and age, whereas significant differences were found
according to the reason for placement, in favor of children of
unknown parentage. Additionally, some impaired executive
functions demonstrated a predictive ability in explaining the
occurrence of Childhood-Onset Fluency Disorder.

Keywords: Impaired Executive Functions, Childhood-Onset
Fluency Disorder, Children Residing in Care Homes
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