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The Role of the Egyptian Ministry of Awqaf in
Combating Islamophobia
Abstract:

This study examines the role of the Egyptian Ministry of
Awqaf (Religious Endowments) in addressing the phenomenon of
Islamophobia, aiming to understand its reality, the reasons behind
its emergence, its impact on Islamic da‘wah (propagation), and to
propose appropriate measures to counter it. The study is conducted
in light of the rising discourse of hatred against Islam and Muslims,
particularly in Western countries, and the attempts to falsely
associate terrorism with Islam, from which it is inherently free.

The Egyptian Ministry of Awqaf has taken commendable
initiatives representing a significant step in confronting
Islamophobia. These efforts focus on correcting misconceptions
about Islam in the West, promoting accurate cultural and religious
knowledge, and countering blind prejudice. The study also explores
the role of Muslim scholars and preachers in confronting and
mitigating the effects of Islamophobia, particularly through
missions and outreach programs organized by the Ministry to
Western countries. These programs emphasize civil dialogue,
presenting the true teachings of Islam, promoting coexistence,
and rejecting all forms of extremism, fanaticism, violence, and
racism, in accordance with the Qur’anic guidance:

“Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction,
and argue with them in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most

knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing
of who is [rightly] guided.” (Surah An-Nahl, 16:125)

Furthermore, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:

“Islam began as something strange and will return as something
strange, so blessed are the strangers.” When asked, “Who are the
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strangers, O  Messenger of  Allah?” he  replied:
“Those who rectify what the people have corrupted.”

In light of this religious responsibility, the Ministry of
Awgqgaf works to reveal the true image of Islam. This study
underscores the Ministry’s prominent role in confronting
Islamophobia through both international and domestic Islamic
references and by advocating for the abandonment of prejudicial
and extremist views.

Keywords: Islamophobia, Egyptian Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic
Jurisprudence
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