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* - Angelo Di Berardino: Encyclopedia of Ancient Christianity, InterVarsity

Press, U.S.A, 2014, p 317.
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-Concha Roldan <Daniel Brauer <Johannes Rohbeck: Philosophy of
Globalization, De Gruyter, Germany, 2018, p 97.
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7 - Louis Shein: Readings in Russian Philosophical Thought: Philosophy of
History, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, Canada, 2010, p 33.

8 _Ibid: p 33.

? - Gilbert F. LaFreniere: The Decline of Nature: Environmental History and
the Western Worldview, Oak Savanna Publishing, United States , 2012, p 157.

= Y'VY o



G9L8 dana saallgl sana Acilalally Aciaal) Aald) cp () 6¥) Jasasl gl (B asil) aggda

Baganal) Aol ey yail) v 483 Laaat il (e (50 8 ) edahiall
2ae35 £s8 B 8B O g el e Yoy ginld) Lgayla ) Gl casgiall 13g]
ool ) cdae Laay Gl lild) agd Jolass ¢pailly dilaiall ISEY)

(), a1 s3a LgDIa

il saagl 5% Gy Walsyl Jadp «gpdall a2l 558 of (5 i

Alia 6 o g a3 @l 9 Sy A hai) Bangy aolil) ey aaElls
s e Oy of g cbe G oy d35a5 Gy e 2l Y a3y Le g od
sai i pad) gl 8 Allie Jale dligh lgagihs Al daball g
AN JalS GBS ) dmigs e Ol e e ALIS B ) 54 G el
Alase JS alin) ¢ 5lae¥) 8 32V ae caail) g1 dayd tdaliall G Jealsillé
OIS G L adall el a0 a5 o8 Yl tans gl 8 dalad) Lgileny
b Bang lia o 1sSn o U8 i) oo asas DA @by o dislad) e
Jad el Calaill (g ai)ll e il (gal Blams of — dusis gl b ol
o st lady) S8 e = A ol IS -l Al cclalgilly el g aals
ancty yslaia 38y . Blasi] dbemgy (oY) dtinnday Usitine —Uaily =iy —lld (40 a2 )l
ol ) oy iy () LSy Ayl lan¥) Alld Dlie 3aiing (Basglly
calailly Baaliall ALE Cilews ol pailiad s $83)me 8S8 5 (oA asghe yaa
aShaly suant (Karg ¢ oallgl) Allall & QB o5 g sanl) o) ) ey g
i ¢dplas 5S8 dyma adlll ol AT Jaarg L aainally slall culs 8 akulig

10_ Gilbert F. LaFreniere: Op. Cit, p 157.
. Robert Flint: The Philosophy of History in Europe, Outlook Verlag,
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16 _Garland E. Allen <Roy M. MacLeod: Science, History and Social Activism:
A Tribute to Everett Mendelsohn, Springer Netherlands, United States, 2013,
p 156.
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The Concept of Progress in Medieval Europe between

Religious Authority and Secularism

Abstract

This research aims at discussing the concept of progress in
European medieval eras through tackling its relevant events of an
unbalanced position between religious authority and secular power
on both the intellectual ideological level and the social level. This
is in addition to illuminating role of religious power, which is
regarded as a dominating power, in forming the concept of
progress, and role of secularism which aims at seeking knowledge
outside religious limits. Moreover, this research aims at
determining the main fundamentals which influenced forming
awareness, and belief in soul proof or divine consciousness
through regarding human awareness as a reflection and echo of this
divine awareness. Thus, this leads to believing in elevation and
greatness of divine truth through considering it as greater than any
other material matter in this world. In a similar vein, this leads one
to scrutinize factors of natural theology eclipse and decline, as well
as determining reasons of ignoring mathematical and natural laws
and the inclination to be interested in what 1s divine. Furthermore,
this research aims at analyzing the idea that human history is a
sacred history which is oriented by the direction and handling of
God and it also aims at determining effect of this on formulating
the concept of progress. Additionally, this research aims at
determining the reasons that made progress based on a moral and
spiritual perspective with focusing on redeem and the church role.
Moreover, one of the main objectives of this research is
determining significance of the role played by the church, as a
mediator between Allah and humanity, in determining and
formulating the concept of progress. Additionally, this research
seeks to pinpoint the role played by philosophers, most notably

=YYV o



G9L8 dana saallgl sana Acilalally Aciaal) Aald) cp () 6¥) Jasasl gl (B asil) aggda

Augustine, in formulating the concept of progress. This research
reached some findings and the most important of which is that
there is a fundamental difference in conceptualizing and
formulating the concept of progress in medieval ages from our
modern conceptualization and understanding of it. This is because
there is a fundamental difference between concept of progress as a
general concept for enhancement and development and the concept
of progress as a religious concept that is based on the hereafter
promise. The church played a significant role in directing the
concept of progress towards spirituality and redeem in medieval
ages.

Keywords: progress, secularism, teleology of history, Augustine,
the church
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